JACQUES RIBOUD

Vive les villes nouvelles!

Tha!des of e couina 3o e tha i oe sitwing Shiewlcckad; o
the annual general meeting and Country Planning
Association, mu ommmn e i o1 s pow !numa Cordiale. M.
dacques fibo nch indus and developer, had
boun Invited by 0 -rcu w -Ir v views ow tawms i Briain
and France. M. Riboud is an ddmiring ritic of the British new towns
in s booka. sweeclaity dmiespement Urbam (1968) he sdvocsuan s
policy clase to that of Ebar ward’s "Social Cities” with one-
Fomily huuses skt wark places and the coumry, egionally slannad v
Toster & high dsgres of economis and aultoral developmant

M Ly why | A 1450 elrush gt b b bocaues s erels one
place where someth F can be discussed and some progress mad.
Why is this so” | think tm.qnwhdcm s a vimpls and elcar philosophy
d the way
which i i 1o mankind, J that
e Bl eppronch i I croaion o niw 15w, ThS s i, G, v

110, and very important. 1t has always puzzicd me that something which s
clear an
i far ahead in this respeet, but it daes not come across oo well in France.

i

Only “grandes snsembles” in France

[ can give you, as an example, the fact 1hat | was in our “Plan”

you know what it

1 don't know ifyou havs heard of hat

withou havieg, a1y* Tn the Plan, | made an calenaive report
about the way urban development should be done. and this report, | must
admit,lay under an enarmaus amount of paper and did not mak an mpast
That is-why | have wrilten this s book, f in order 10 ry 1o 881 through
this legal barrage which the planners laid in front of me. [tis ot true that
e of mevs Lowns id not make any progress-—t did make some progress
and Twill tell T think you might We bave
for many years taken steps on " 7000 0 W, Mehouh 5 my what
would be called 3 new town in England. Ti is what we call “grandes en-
All thosc of you who have travelled in France have séen on 1he
outskirts of almeost every 1own thest high-rise apartment buildings —these
are the e ~ersembies” which ar somcthing which you~—and you must
“hank God for in Nerthem Europe. (1

* Cammisoriat d Plar

+ Brchpromeer Urbain by Jacyses Riboud. Cdition Mazzrine, Parix Fz. 18
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Lam o ik doconceried, | hwve seen somme skycrapr n London (oday.)
ensembles and thes make up a  bi sction of the towns.
Ther m‘,m e very big, because some of them have a populatjon of 30,000,
whichis
One reason a That they have o work-places and the peopie are suppeosd
e
are ‘And last 7, they are ah
o the ki iy 80 they cannal realy be alied e v, There 1 s0me

e sirangg, because this = 3 very important probicm, as you alf know.
Why 5.1t the solution, which i 50 simple and 5o imporiant for us and
ourchildren. is not necognized

The wrong image

Well, you know wh % 1

mlmh; wres goods which do net scll. manufactures products and he
are reasomably priced and that the produet is good, why s it

\har Ibe product remains on the shell and docsn’t find more unl-m\,r\'

ccof the

N o AT o e o of e kv (1 wamt.

1o say that 1

about Great Britain) the idka has b sixoessful but has ot made very

mmuch progress. The image the peopls have of the new towns, which is not 3

thai
vy usually associale the idea of 2 new 1own with a
or o i piace ey 40 ot ke, They do no T4 i 10w o
1 large part
of 3w 1own near Paris we had 10 have an inquiny and the respons of the
it was shis; they don't want

Jarge citics—small oncs, ycs, but s ones, o,

‘Government interference

The second reason is that they arc the work of the Government —or the
pcopie think. because of the image they have., that the Government will
take over, will run the show and 1ake away from the communes the ad-
m asstrative fesponsibility that they have. So, the people are afraid. and.
mosily, the cected bodics ar¢ afraid 1o ¢ the Government.—whan the
Amcricans call “big government™—take aver,

Brasil;
The third reason is a matier of aspeet—ihe ay it looks—und ths olls
down to archiccture. For them a new town is Brasilia, Brosilia has been so
much talked about that when they hear shout 3 e (oun they think about
Brasifia and they do 1ot wand this imuge of s new1own. | Think thuse are the
neasons why the new fowins have a false image —not completely wrong, but
hat is why we have 50 much difficulty in getting the
principk of mew 1awns adopied

Old cities nurture the new
Now, let us see what could be done. Afler sll, we do want 10 il the idea
of new towns, What should be dene to achieve this ? Well, | think ir: order
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t0-expand Wi idea ofthe e lown principl in Fraoce, s should act on
these three th me o) nk it should be demon
Saed tha o okn e st ek Bl but riay Kt o
complen bcause | aprentrcythat wecannal v and thers s not e
future for, @ sma'l <y ost in the boriom of @ province. But we o
vt amotigs placs 1o uople 10 T ok et places where the
peoplework should Be small, 30.000 Lo 50,000 people, and five 10 ten of these
making e Big new (owns we ar talking about, Anel | think also that these
1 think
that in France it shauld be delegated and it should be the work of the local
suthoritics. Let's take an example: let's suppose there is a city of 200,K10
rl‘t\l:\\c wihich is TN:IM the problem of growth and expects to grow al a rale
5 s, 210 3 per cent—a fairraie of growth for a city—vweil, the mayor
of mmu shoukdbs persuaded instead o packing more buildings ihins
ity or 1<115ng his Gty overflow, 10 buy, let s sa 00D acres, five o
..(.mtmmmhmny.muu«um\.lmmmrmwrcv:nmnmop This s
rly casy to-do. Thenmake it us atiractive

nurture Them and 4o raise the sé
outd e lfy o e, | ik that b g ing the people
understand it ot lenst of the Tens
Tioned—overcame the resistance of people to e idea of what they think isa
big city, resistance of 1he people 10 the et of secing big government intrud-
ing into- their affairs. This does not mean that people will Tive in simall cities.
but they will have their howses in small citics and can all around 2 biy
jch might be 360,000 or 400,000 people

complex wi
Ilnusnulu- domine style

1 con L is the question of aspect and
acutbctcs. There bas bevn am norovs amoun! of bt and diseuesion n
France (I don't know about here) about (his quesiion of aspect. T think the
French made the mistake of lelling the architect run the show in respect of

¢ ve not @ great
i for archisects, on the contrary | »m 1k they are most important,

b 1o ot think they roblems
Jems of urbumreation, Amd 1 thnk that al st i Franec, the shape and
the farm they gave, especialiy (o these cnsembles, s rosulied in g form of

high-risc concentrated building, which
d thi thever
new town e

weall in France " domino syle-
o pap fihe

Experimenting with people’s happiness

1 think personally that it is also considerad important o have thwse new
1owns and all {his urban expansion to creale .~ mark of our time, 1o give 1o
the sencrations which will follow us anvidea of the power of science™ ... weil,
youall know thai! [ do mot know if you read arehitectural magazines! Well,
1 think that niew cowns and urban places are mo plac fer experiment and for
Tetting what | call wnbridled archiects play. because, after all, they play with
the minds of people. with the happingss of psopls. They have no right to do
s, Lthink it isin thése places whert people are going10 live that the casiron.
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ment is so important, as the people who are soing 1o live there arc oftea
e from very small places. In France they come mainly from small
places, while hers, vou have masle your migration from couniry to town,
have an important population on
& aving. 1 think the biggest and most i
portant transformation we have had in the last ten years in France is the
wransformation of the farms. This is mot well known, but this is where you
will find the greatest change. So, this means that the peaple now in (hese new
cities eome from tie farm or the small cities, They are not used 10 having
enviromment ereated for them by fncy architects in modern styles. What
¥ a g
ness of having moved. And in order (0 have that they must have an environ
ment which gives them a foching of security, of safery, This means thar we
should ot e mmnm b,, Askiog Tor an enTonmEY a1 AR,
would nor 10 ask them
Tocopy theforms o s past. \Amn. i ouhd b fodloh 1o have rcbicctural
evolution stopped, we can, on the contrary, give a frog hand to new ideasn
public places for public buildings.

Architecturél in-fighting
This should b discussed ot should bcwm\. people ighting. . vou
know, this kind of hight in e i v l—nobody Listens 1o
what the others say and nol J\mg ever :W of the discussion—but |
ik It would b useuland t 8. supgston | uuh o discums i openly
and to have architects, and designers, and psychiaiists,
Afterall, why should the people who live in vbu.cs ol e i s soout
them? | think they should come and give their iceas and openly have same
Kind of comemtion, and if you organize onc T should cerainly b glad 1o
suids line, 30 tha when
gt et wa o \ln.-y will ot e embareassed o s 6.

French progress
Well, will now 30 back 10 France 10 (el you & fittle more abous siat we
owns. On towns we stopped at the
arandes ensembles, but et us resumeour progress. We have made some pro-
2105300 1he: new Lown priaciple. The i0ea is being received with the prob-
lems I mentioned ; there are eight new towns being planned around Paris,
ane s bing planned near Lille, one near Marscilies, and one near Rouen,
¢ lrue meaning of the words. Jn one of
e they docidod o put a new town in the arca and
o nor ko 1 it e 212 0 s 10 362 the Government moing i be-
ause it doss not make my wark any casicr and | keep thinking that the
Govarnment da evsrvihing five times more expensively and five fimes more
slowly than | do. Well, tha 1¢l1s you onwhat side L sm! However, the plans,
1 thins, are satisfactory and T ihink the Governoent was right in founding
what we call the District of Paré

Trappes

OF all these 1owns, [ can only talk about one, because this is the on of
swhiich Lam building o part, Trappes. Thisis the way it (s conceived: the new
10w s planned for 300.000 people, but it will be composed of six e arcas
hat are complerels separated, gach one of which will be 30,000 10 40.000
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people, only one of them being, I think, 80,000, this being the city centre;
each one of course having all the things of a city of its size; all of them being
well connected with epen space having green land between them. That [
think is a very sauisfactory plan and I have no objection to it not only be-
cause | found some of the recommendations [ had made being put into prac-
tice. This is being built and if you come to France, going westwards on the
road 10 Rambouillet. you will see part of the town being built. So, I think we
are on the right road, but it is still very very little, because so far only a few
thousand people have been housed in these new cities all over France. Also,
I must mention some new towns which have been built along the coast of the
Mediterranean. which are mainly for vacations.



